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SPORT AND SOCIETY FOR ARETE
May 26, 1993

Compassionate Capitalism. Nice phrase isn't it. It is a phrase
used in a recent book title: Compassionate Capitalism: Helping
Others Help Themselves. It is also used in the name of a new
Foundation: the Compassionate Capitalism Foundation, a nonprofit group based in Muskegon, Michigan. The book and the
foundation are the creations of Rich DeVos, he's the boss, of
the Orlando Magic.

The Orlando Sentinel reviewer says that the book is part
politics, part religion, and part Horatio Alger; and summarizes
the message of the book as "Money is good. Work hard to get all
you can, and once you get it, help others." This is an awe
inspiring message right out of the late 19th century success
literature; the creative advertising mind of Bruce Barton in the
1920s who told us Jesus was the best salesman in history; and
the motivational tapes being sold on late night cable television
which can be easily confused with messages about male-patterned
baldness.

Somehow it seems likely that this book will become a bestseller, although maybe not on the Times list. Two million Amway
salespersons along with several hundred thousand Orlando Magic
fans would seem a likely audience for this little gem of the
success genre.

It is clear that Rich the Boss knows whereof he speaks, as
within days of the book's appearance, DeVos is working hard to
get all the money he can out of the fans of the Orlando Magic as
ticket prices went up again. Much of the profit generated will
no doubt be used to finance the quarter million dollar award
that the Compassionate Capitalism Foundation will make to
someone who best represents the goal of helping people to help
themselves.

I nominate the Boss himself, who has just helped himself to
another truck load of cash out the Orlando. The price of most
tickets to Magic games will be higher than the price of DeVos's
book. The Law of Supply and Demand is clearly running in the
Boss's favor.

The people of Orlando welcomed this move, as the Magic ticket
office was overwhelmed with telephone calls from people seeking
to become new season ticket holders at the new inflated rates.
There was nary a whimper on the Magic switchboard about the
price rise.

Money is good. Work hard to get all you can. Compassionate
Capitalism is on the move in Orlando.

Staying with the Magic for a moment, the Nick Anderson story so
big last week has now been buried by the acquisition of the
first pick in the NBA draft. The resulting addition of Chris
Webber will mean two things: Ticket prices will go up again next
year, and if Anderson is right about Goukas he will be gone by
the end of next season. Meanwhile DeVos might think about
selling locks of Pat Williams' hair as good luck charms. The
only problem for the Magic is to get under the salary cap, a
problem created by long-term contracts to marginal players, also
a Pat Williams creation.

Moving on to baseball it is time to take a first look at the
season on the field, where attendance is booming amidst the
cries that baseball is a dying game. Clearly the big surprise
has been the performance of the Philadelphia Phillies. The
biggest surprise is their pitching with the starters among the
leaders in several categories. The only weakness would seem to
be middle relief, a set up man, and at times a shaky defense.
But if you can score runs in bunches that might not matter. The
Phillies led their division by more than four and one-half games
on May 1, and every team that has had that kind of lead on May
Day has gone on to win the division.

And speaking of runs in bunches, Detroit continues to pound the
ball and is also getting some good starting pitching. In both
the American and National League Western Divisions the picture
is not yet clear. The Braves are showing signs of putting some
hitting together with their pitching and making a move, while
the Barry Bonds Giants are unbelieveable. In the American League
West the early front runners, Texas and Chicago, both show
glaring weaknesses and inconsistency.

The other big surprise has been the performance of the Florida
Marlins, who are proving that pitching can carry a team a long
way, especially with a good closer, which the Marlins have in
Bryan Harvey. As to the Rockies they are no surprise, looking
just like an expansion team.

You will find the Marlins ahead of the Mets in the standings,
but you will not find them on Cable Vision of Central Florida,
as cable wars continue and the baseball fans of Central Florida
are the casualties. Compassionate Capitalism, Catch It.

On Sport and Society this is Dick Crepeau reminding you that you
don't have to be a good sport to be a bad loser.
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